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had catched at each other's locks, and sheathed our swords in each other's bowels.*'
When the tumult was allayed, and the members went home, Cromwell's whispered words to Falkland showed how much that night's decision meant. w If the Remonstrance had been rejected," he said, " I would have sold all I had the next morning, and never seen England more; and I know there are many other honest men of the same resolution."
Three days after the passing of the Remonstrance, Charles returned to Whitehall. He came back resolved to make no further concessions, and to rid himself of the parliamentary leaders under the form of law. Their relations with the Scots during the late war, their attacks on his royal power, and the changes they sought to make in the constitution were sufficient in his opinion to prove them guilty of high treason. His first step was to remove the guards round the House ; his next, to ingratiate himself with the City; his third, to place a trusty ruffian in command of the Tower. When the Commons petitioned for the restoration of their guard, Charles told them that, on the word of a king, their security from violence should be as much his care as the preservation of his own children. On the day the House received this answer, Charles sent the attorney-general to impeach five members, and a ser-geant-at-arms to arrest them.1 The Commons refused to give them up. The next day he came to arrest them in person, with four hundred armed men at
'The "Five Members" were Pym, Hampden, Holies, Haslerig, and Strode.